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BOOK REVIEWS 



Gildersleeve' s Latin Gramtnar, School Edition. By Basil L. 
Gildersleeve, Professor of Greek in the Johns Hopkins 
University, and Gonzalez Lodge, Professor of Latin in 
Bryn Mawr College. University Publishing Company, 
1898. 
The present tendency to demand more condensed manuals of 
Latin grammar has caused some authors of the older books to prepare 
a smaller work by trimming down the larger. From a general survey 
of what has been done it would seem that the result is not usually so 
satisfactory when a more extended treatise is pruned as when an 
entirely new book is prepared with the thought of brevity and concen- 
tration paramount from the beginning. And this is, of course, to be 
expected since the former task is by far the more difficult, necessitat- 
ing, as it does, the preparation of a volume from another on a different 
plan, by simple removal of some elements which, however trifling and 
subordinate, were yet an integral part of the original design. There 
is also an added difficulty in the supposed advantage of having the 
paragraphs numbered alike in both editions. 

In spite of all difficulties Professor Lodge has succeeded in making 
an admirable .school grammar. It contains a vast amount of informa- 
tion, accompanied by a richness of valuable illustrative material that is 
at once a surprise and a delight. And, although compactness is 
carried to a point beyond which it seems impossible to go, yet the 
English itself is everywhere most commendable and attractive. The 
relation of the case ending to termination is explained with a perspicu- 
ity which is none too common, while the construction of verb forms 
is shown with a clearness and consistency that will make instructors 
rejoice who have been vexed with the arbitrary manner in which most 
grammarians have selected some part of the verb to print in heavy- 
face type. The treatment of modes and tenses is a trifle too heavy 
and somewhat cumbered with awkward terms, but it is sane and quite 
comprehensive. The book as a whole is worthy of the widest and the 
most cordial recognition. 

Frank A. Gallup 
Colgate Academy 
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